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2. "Gniezno 18 the residence of the Polish Primate, Cardinal) Wyszinski. It has the
most ancient cathedral of the country. Most of ite inlmbit&nta are people who
have retired from active work. Life flows quletly there in the shadow of the

cathedral and the city's glorious past. The town has about 27w 000 inhabitants;
its population has increased by only a few thousand since Horld War II. The nev-‘T
comers are Poles from cast of Bug River, from the area which m been incorporated
in the USBR. The Jerman inhabitants of Gniezno and ite enviropa have been re-
patriated to Germany, and all the German schools have disappeared.
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3. YAt first glance everything in Gniezno seems to be exactly as before World War II,
but actually there heve been great changes. The war itself lert nn traces gs the
battles passed the city by. The cathedral was burned down du.r‘ng Poland’'s libera-
tion. The Soviets had already moved past Gniezno and taken Poznan when some ime 5
portant Germans who were administering Cniezno sought refuge cn the tower of the
cathedral where the Germans had an anti-~alrcraft cbservation post. The Soviets
entered the town without battle. Two days later the Germans bega.n taking pot
shots at the Soviets from the top of the tower. In reprisal the latter concen=
trated guns on the tower from all three asides of the market pln.ce and shelled \
the tower heavily. The Bazyliks Swietego Wojciecha took fire and burned for two )
hole days. The roof caved in and most of the interior was dentroycd, including
the beautiful stained glass windows. The locsal people were horri!icd and will
never forgive the Soviets for thie, Just as they will never forsive the Germans
for turning the cathedral into a eoncen hall, The Germnns toox awvay the tomb of ‘
8%t WoJjciech and destroyed the sculptures representing his mrtyrdm Only the ]

1

main cathedral saltar has remainzd uatouched.
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% : L., “Mcney was collected to restore th cathedral. ’I'he iron constxuction for the tower was
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oxdersd from “weden and a provizipnal roof “u:_l...ﬂ Most of the ca.thedral iz now restored.
As roon a3 the provisicnal root whs rendy diVi"le pervices wers resum»d in the cathedral.
Along with the eight other churches in Gniezno 1t! is today a centre of moral renistance

to the Soviets and to Communisrm.., |AlY the churc.heF are cvercrowded 'on Sundays and holi-
days. The people ¢f Gniezno have |always heen very religious and ha.ve always siuck to all
national and religlous traditions. Today they manifest this attitude moxre than ever
before. The stute gave no money I’or ‘Lhe re Jto*‘xtlon of the cathedral A1l the funds were
collected by the parish itself _nxi by collect vmm \Ln other _hurchesl.
"The Germans also removed from Gnigzne the mnwﬂ.ent of Eoleslaw hro‘bz‘ s the iclish king
whose capital was Gniszno. In its|plece 1z a iu\n‘ba.ln. The regime (has nct restored the
monument. \ Sy

"The Primate, Cardanal Wyszinpki, i- greutL,' venpra.ted b the entire populat‘or of Gniezno.
Hic preatige is enormous. His farefful attitude! whl"h aims to strengthen the nmorale of
the population while avciding overything that ml.sn.. provoke the authoritles to reprisals
againct the Church and the fai uhfu_\l igs considerad wise and is a.unroved However, the
rrimate iz celdom at the Kuarin Biskupila on Uliue ..wnskz* Gniewno. Most of his time ig
spent in Warsaw. l ‘1

X

"Onee a year, on April 23, :52nc RS itc gread day. the 'ndulgerm“ 1(f‘ pust) of ~t
icjeiech. Thin religi. holiday hay A muc reater importance in,che life of the city
than any national day. en now Lt\t: celetriued by the entire population of Gniezno,

the prevince, and piligrams from 21 gver the country: The travel difficultlef' created by
the regime and the prohibitive nr‘t-l,i ratlway tic knts have reduced the number cf pilgrims.
But even in 2953 Gnieznc had a great religicuc rrc«‘e"sif‘n on April 23, The euthorities
did net attemnt tc intortern. ‘
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Living Standards \

“Railwy employees have cne *'1\'1709_] they getr ™0 tms of coal per yea.r at regular nrices.

The other classes of the rooulation "Pfl er ter"lblv from cold in winter and have to nay
200 21 per ton of zoal on tie black p\ar<nt ‘inllva/ workers sre &lsoxentitled to 12
railwa, tickete yeeriy. Their wives get cix t'cket«:,‘ and small childr-en may troavel free
of charge with their rarentc ‘

"Railway cmplioyees belong, however; &3 the wors -xvfsldwcstegory of worke(re in Poland. It
ig no vwonder that their opposition tc [the regime iz rtrong. A cashier in ihe Gniezno
of'fice, who pays the -~alaries ot the employees, bc‘ongs to Fay Group BJ This means that
his salary ic L20 2] »lus a mianthly p\}‘cm*m of 30 2% The lowest pay;grcup is 12,
which 1c not more th.a 300 2zl per month pius 2 amall prem:mm.

‘Seamer. have little idea of the micvery|of the mov."e. ‘One ~ay near thetend of the month
in winter 1952-53 I gew the railroad cashier besieged by railwveymen and [their wives to
lend them some money; they had nothing|left to ruy Lood for their children. The whole
calary of thece }‘eoplr- goes to vpay the |rent snd buy tfood. T! =y never be.ve anything left
cver for clothes. If the family ic larnge, the children small and the mo*\ther unable to
work outside the home, the wages of the father do not ufrice even xor food. At the

end of the month they are oblipged to bo%row to buy breax.d. &

' b

"My father's whole salary is svent enti\relj on the household. It is notialwnys encugh.
The family congiste of three persons. 1| used to send 500 z) of my seaman's earnings
home every month in addition to *oarcvlsiof goods brought from abroad. 'l’he family used
all this money to keep tne household runing. “ §

. | i
s father wore the game suit for nin:s yeers. It was turned and patched Iand turned again.
In 3053 I brought him o new on< irom {'weden. Zlothes und shoes are most expencive in
Polana, and veorle are rorced to Luy thel cheapest they can get. The :. -called 'tirst
quality suiting'contains only o0 percent|of wool; the rest is some sort otl' cellulose.
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\ The people call such mt->r1.al ‘Jodelki' (Jodla~ far tree)

and ssy that it may sprout
into needles any moment The following Jjoke circulates about this kind of textile:

One wvoman says Lo ano her ‘My husband is a hundred-per-cent men. " 'Yhat do you meant!
asks the other. 'His 4rousers are %0 per cent and hl& coat 60 per cent' (wool).
I
1.  "The regime gives subg ta.n"i&l. promotion to young C'omnm.n1sts. lbl'b of the older Communist

officials have moved vestvard to better Jobz. In Gniezno ﬂq\u.te y‘oung boys are taking
their places. Omly very young men no¥w work in the peraonnel aection of the railway;
practically all of them are (‘P members. They are ousting the ' older men who are not Som=-
mmists, although these men l?ave knowledge and experience.‘ o
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15. “Gniezno has t¥o cinemsas. Only Soviet, Polish and Czech f:uns a.re shown there and most
of them are political,

ie a "Soviet film,

-

Whenever a comedy or a non-politica.l rilm is shown, even if it
the cinnm‘ ig full. The political \fllms are not liked.

16. "The theatre g%11l playe :_L_sF:Lca.l plays. In winter 1952 a'htezided & performance of
'Madame Butiterfly® by the Pozhan Qvers 2% Gniezno. A gﬂod \ticket ‘cost 15 zl a medium-
priced ticked 8 221,
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17. "Gniezno has only tvo danc- '-Fstau.x ante: the Spoidzielnia C-\astronbinia (formerly Botel ‘

Francuski) and Kawiarniz Epplansedsa. Decent people sometimes go to the Esplanada in

the afternccns to drink a ﬁup\of ccffee in silence or carry on. & vhispering conversation
with a friend. All the resta

l

|

Jrra.nte are closely watched by secret\ UB agents. In the }
|

evenings higl. officials, hl&ck‘. market traders, agents and p;ostitutes are their only
clients. Besidee, respec

re

{ spacta?*‘e] citizens do not have the mom‘-:y to go to such places.
! ‘
2%)(1 18.

T -
19. "“We slept on =traw on the f‘loup The morning reveilie wa.s a 6 Am e.nd the curfew at
6 ¥R The focd was 500 grame of breed in the morning fmd some éubsti‘tute coffee without
either sugar or milk, a vege*a“"‘e soup for lunch and poz :m.dge in the evening.
w88 never any meat.
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There “
Once a week we were permitied to take 5\15 minute walk in the :
prison yard., During this walk we had to hold our hands ‘behind our ‘tmcks, walk in a circle \
and exchange no words. It wae gven prohibited to laugh or mals.. o aisn. Before goding to

the yard wve were lined up in the pargage with our faces \59 the we..u. 'and had to wait

\- until our turn to stepr intc the|yard was called. If a.nyone alcted asainm the regulsations,
. he was sent tc the isolaticn cell (karcer) for 12-24 hours. \It was permitied to smoke
between reveille and curfew in #he Teils rut not during the vp..k At (3 pm n inspector
the cells and evovvbody had %o s%and tc a*:,tantion and ahout.

|
\1
walked past 1Good evening,
er 16 daye I got ovt through influential friem I

citizenl' Af% ' M
L
20. "After this I avoided the re R'L:.Ll"'a.n s in my home town. Tndeed, a.ll |young people avoid
' them. They have nc money and b-!\ce spend their free time at home with friends, listening
often o foreign breadcasts. ’”he foreign radio ’hroadcasts a.re= the only exciting things
} lett in the dreary 1lif= 1in Polangd +today. My family hae a 5-valve Telefunken set.

6 Political Attitudes ? T ‘: !

2L. "In a emall town like Gniezno ever rybedy knows everybody else, emd agents have a hard Jjob

|
\ to find out anything. Asg scon az they appear anywhere thkey a.r‘e spotted, and everyvbody [
disappes~s. The overvwhelming maJjority of Gniezno's inhabitantg, especia.lly the prewar \
f. ores, ar.. eirongly anti~comminist Tney sympathize with the West and the US. They
hope that a war will break out m'on and briug liberation.| Nobody believes that the \
Soviets might be prevailed upcon 4. withdraw peacefully. I cannot name any UB agents \

in Gniezne a5 I was there unly a {few days at a time., I do lmow that . eVery'body knows ‘
them."”
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